
 

Third Annual Epilepsy Updates Conference 
Program Agenda  

 
Nov. 4, 2019 

 
7:30 – 8 a.m. Registration – Magic Kingdom Ballroom 

 
Morning Sessions: Epilepsy Genetics 

Moderator: Deborah Holder, MD 

8 - 8:40 a.m. 

Overview of Genetics of the Severe Pediatric Epilepsy Syndromes and 
Approach to Genetic Testing in the Clinic  
Heather Mefford, MD, PhD 
Associate Professor, Clinical Genetics; Director, Mefford Lab, University of 
Washington, Seattle Children’s Hospital 

8:40 - 9:20 a.m. 

Syndromes, Epilepsy and Genetics 
Sulagna Saitta, MD, PhD 
Professor, Clinical Genetics, UCLA Mattel Children’s Hospital 

9:20 - 10 a.m. 

SUDEP: Is Prevention Possible? Genetic Diseases that  
Increase a Patient’s Risk 
Bill Gallentine, DO 
Pediatric Neurology and Epilepsy, Lucile Packard Children’s Hospital 

10 – 10:20 a.m. BREAK 

10:20 – 11 a.m. 

Treatment of Epilepsy using Genetics: Personalized Medicine 
Deborah Holder, MD 
Director, Comprehensive Epilepsy Center; Director, Epilepsy Fellowship 
Program, Division of Neurology, Neurological Institute,  
Children’s Hospital Los Angeles 

11 a.m. – 11:40 a.m. 
What Can a Genetic Counselor Do for You 
Maki Kaneko, PhD, MS, CGC and Catherine Quindipan, MS, CGC 
Center for Personalized Medicine, Children’s Hospital Los Angeles 

11:40 a.m. – 12 p.m. Case Studies: Speaker Panel 

12 – 1 p.m. LUNCH  

 
Afternoon Sessions: Hot Topics 

Moderator: Michelle Armacost, MD 

1 – 1:40 p.m. 

New Anticonvulsant Medications: Available Now and Coming Soon 
Joe Sullivan, MD 
Director of the Pediatric Epilepsy Center, University of San Francisco,  
Benioff Children’s Hospital 

1:40 – 2:20 p.m. 

fMRI vs Wada for Memory Evaluation in Surgical Patients: Have We 
Reached Consensus? 
Carrie McDonald, PhD 
Professor of Psychiatry, University of California, San Diego 
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2:20 - 3 p.m. 

Adherence and Self-Management in Epilepsy 
Katherine Junger, PhD 
Pediatric Psychologist, Clinical Behavioral Medicine and Clinical Psychology; 
Assistant Professor, University of Cincinnati, Cincinnati Children’s Hospital 

3 – 3:40 p.m. 

Laser Ablation in the Treatment of Epilepsy: Patient Selection, Results 
Daniel Curry, MD 
Director, Functional Neurosurgery and Epilepsy Surgery  
The John S. Dunn Foundation Endowed Chair for Minimally Invasive Surgery, 
Division of Neurosurgery, Texas Children’s Hospital 

3:40 – 4:20 p.m. 

Wearables: What is Out There, What Works 
Joe Sirven, MD 
Professor of Neurology 
Interim Chair, Division of Epilepsy, Department of Neurology, Mayo Clinic 


